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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enhance the image 
quality of three-dimensional image data with a 
desired data quantity at an area close to a desired 
view point in the case of coding the 
three-dimensional image data. 

SOLUTION: Parallax information is detected from 
right and left eye images, Remote near information 
of the respective right and left eye images is 
detected depending on the magnitude of the 
obtained parallax information. The image area is 
divided into an area close to the view point and an 
area remote from the view point, and coding 
parameters (a quantization value and a motion 
retrieval range) are set and controlled to decrease 
a data compression rate for the near area and to 
increase the data compression rate for the remote 
area on the contrary. 
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